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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 11th January 2016 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, T R Huggins, J A Parker, 

Mrs S Stafford, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

District Councillors P L E Bucknell and Mrs A D Curtis 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors R A Payne, P S Potts and 

Mrs J E Tavener and County Councillor M R Tew 

 

 

157/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman indicated that she hoped that fellow Members had had an enjoyable 

Christmas and she wished them a very happy New Year. 

 

 

158/15 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Huggins and seconded by Councillor Ms Gifford, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2015 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

159/15 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

No interests were declared by Members in respect of matters appearing on the agenda. 

 

 

160/15 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 14th 

December 2015:- 

 

(a) Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 137/15(a), the Clerk reported that he had been informed by 

the Department for Communities and Local Government that the byelaws 

submitted for Jubilee Park would be confirmed and were awaiting signature by a 

senior officer within the Department. 
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(b) Gritting of Puddock Hill 

 

Arising from Minute No. 137/15(b), Councillor England reported that he had 

observed a County Council gritting vehicle travelling towards Puddock Hill 

during a recent cold evening, following the decision of the Parish Council to fund 

the service on that stretch of highway.  

 

(c)  Damage to Parish Centre 

 

 Further to Minute Nos. 137/15(c), the Clerk reported that he had been informed 

by the Police that the two recent incidents of break-ins to storage sheds at the 

Parish Centre had been filed due to insufficient evidence to enable the matters to 

be progressed. 

 

(d) Damage to Play Equipment – Adams Lyons Playground 

 

Further to Minute No. 137/15(d), the Clerk reported that the replacement nest 

swing would be installed at Adams Lyons playground by the Handymen as soon 

as ground conditions had improved sufficiently for them to take a vehicle onto the 

playground. 

 

(e) Notice Boards 

 

Further to Minute No. 137/15(e), the Clerk reported that the Handymen hoped to 

install the two replacement notice boards in January 

 

(f) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 137/15(i), Councillor Willis reported that the Christmas 

tree at The Weir had been vandalised and the lighting damaged shortly before 

Christmas.  The Lighting Group had managed to reinstate the tree without the 

upper 3 metres which had been snapped off and some replacement lighting had 

been used to ensure that a display was in situ over the Christmas period. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had submitted an insurance claim for the replacement 

of the lighting which it was hoped would be accepted by the insurers and that he 

understood that a suspect offender had recently been interviewed by the Police. 

 

Members expressed their appreciation to the Lighting Group for being able to 

undertake repairs to the tree and lighting and their dismay that decorations to 

improve the village over the festive season had been vandalised in this way.    

 

(g) Wiggs Farm Affordable Housing 

   

Further to Minute No. 137/15(j), District Councillor Bucknell reported that, as 

Chairman of Huntingdonshire District Council, he was often invited to officially 

open new affordable housing schemes in the District.  However on this occasion, 

he suggested that it would be more appropriate if a member of the Parish Council 

performed the ceremony and he advised that he would suggest this to the District 

Council and the housing association responsible for the development. 
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(h) Proposed Wyton Airfield Development 

 

Arising from Minute No. 137/15(h), Councillor Mrs Harlock reported that she had 

attended the third stakeholder meeting in respect of the proposed development of 

Wyton Airfield which had been held in Huntingdon on 17th December.  She 

informed Members that the developers had announced that a planning application 

might be submitted in May 2016, although it was recognised that transportation 

issues remained a major problem with the development. 

 

(i) Shelter at Jubilee Clock Tower 

 

Further to Minute No. 137/15(l), the Clerk reported that he had been informed by 

Councillor Mrs Cole that she had met a representative of Chatteris British Legion 

to discuss the design of the mural in the shelter near the Jubilee Clock Tower.  As 

Councillor Ms Gifford had agreed to meet youngsters in the village with 

Councillor Mrs Cole to gauge their interest in undertake the painting of the mural, 

Members agreed to fund the cost of a DBS check to be submitted by the District 

Council on the Parish Council’s behalf..  

 

The Clerk reported that the floor sealant for the shelter had arrived and would be 

applied by the Handymen when the weather was suitable. 

 

(j) East Anglian Air Ambulance 

 

Further to Minute No. 137/15(m), the Clerk informed Members that the East 

Anglian Air Ambulance had contacted Warboys Community Primary School to 

offer to carry out a CPR training session at the school, 50% of the cost of which 

would be funded by the Parish Council.  However a reply had yet to be received. 

 

(k) Allotments Committee 

 

Further to Minute No. 138/15, Members were informed that the Allotments 

Association had nominated a second person for co-option to the Allotments 

Committee and it was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Ms T Backhouse be co-opted to the Allotments Committee for the remainder 

of the current municipal year. 

 

(l) Connections Bus Project 

 

Arising from Minute No. 146/15, the Clerk circulated copies of a summary by the 

Connections Bus Project of the numbers attending and topics covered at their 

sessions in Warboys on Friday evenings in the autumn term.  Attendance levels 

had varied between 20 and 34 youngsters on the six occasions that sessions had 

been held, with the remainder having been cancelled owing to staff shortages.  
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161/15 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14th 

December 2015 be received. 

 

 

162/15 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that the statistics on the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website had yet 

to be updated for the month of December but that he would forward the link to the site to 

Members when these had been added. 

 

 

163/15 PARISH CENTRE ROOF 

 

Further to Minute No. 147/15, the Clerk submitted a quotation from BKC Roofing for the 

repair of the flat roof at the Parish Centre and advised that both this and the quotation 

previously submitted by M & A Roofing had been assessed by Councillor Payne who had 

indicated that they were comparable in terms of the repairs proposed.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the quotation from BKC Roofing in the sum of £1,900 plus VAT, being the 

lowest received, be accepted and an order placed for the repairs to be undertaken.   

 

 

164/15 TREE SURGERY 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/15(a) of the Leisure Areas Committee, the Clerk reported that 

he had met representatives of Foster Horticulture Landscape Management Ltd. on site at 

Adams Lyons playground to review the trees that had been the subject of complaints 

from the occupiers of neighbouring properties in Church Road and The Paddock.  The 

company had recommended the pollarding of the trees overhanging the property in 

Church Road, especially as the telephone cable to the property was now surrounded by 

the branches of one of the trees.  With regard to the situation in the Paddock, the Clerk 

reported that the boundary vegetation near No 8 was not of excessive height nor 

overhanging the boundary to any great extent.  As a result the company had proposed 

trimming the bushes to the height of the guttering of the adjoining mobile home and 

laterally to ensure that they did not overhang the boundary. 

 

In view of the size of the quotation received from the company, the Clerk suggested that 

that an additional quotation be obtained and that, in the interim, an application be made to 

the District Council for consent to the work as the land was situated within the 

conservation area. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that application be made to the District Council for the works proposed to 

the trees at Adams Lyons playground; and  
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(b) that the Clerk be requested to obtain another quotation from a tree surgeon 

for the work proposed.   

 

 

165/15 SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL 

 

Further to Minute No. 148/15, Members considered again the future of the school 

crossing patrol service in Warboys, following information from the County Council that 

this was likely to be withdrawn as part of the cuts in service to achieve a required 

reduction in expenditure of £41 million in 2016/17.  The Clerk reminded Members that 

the County Council had previously given notice of a number of proposed budget cuts that 

might be made which would have an effect locally, including the library service. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had asked Warboys Community Primary School for their 

response to the County Council’s suggestion that the school crossing service could be 

retained if it was funded locally at a cost of between £800 and £5,000 dependent upon 

whether this was undertaken by volunteers or a paid employee.  However the school had 

indicated that they had insufficient funding to be able to absorb the cost and that they 

were hoping to make representations to the County Council for them to reconsider the 

decision to withdraw the service. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had e-mailed the school again following the previous meeting 

but had not received a reply, although District Councillor Curtis reported that, as a 

Governor of the school, she was aware that an Ofsted report had been received towards 

the end of the previous term which was likely to have fully occupied the staff at that time.  

While Members acknowledged that it would be preferable for the crossing patrol to be 

retained in Humberdale Way, they were of the opinion that this was a matter for the 

school and the education authority to resolve, possibly with the assistance of the Parent 

Teachers Association.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the County Council be informed that the Parish Council is not prepared to 

fund the retention of the school crossing patrol service in Warboys if this is 

withdrawn in April as part of the County Council’s budget cuts. 

 

 

166/15 WEBSITE  

 

The Clerk reported that the person who undertook the maintenance of the Council’s 

website had indicated that he would need to increase the cost of the service from £10 to 

£15 per month in 2016.  While this was a large increase in percentage terms, the Clerk 

indicated that the cost remained very reasonable for the amount of work involved and 

expertise required to maintain what had become an essential method of communication. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the increase in charge for maintenance of the website be accepted.  
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167/15 DEFIBRILLATOR 

 

Councillor Mrs A R Wyatt reported that the Warboys 55 Plus group had been raising 

funds for the purchase of a defibrillator for installation in a central position in the village 

for use in an emergency.  Fund raising and grants from village organisations had 

generated sufficient money for the equipment now to be purchased and the group were 

investigating a suitable location where it could be installed. 

 

Councillor Mrs Wyatt indicated that the defibrillator would be sited externally for use in 

an emergency but needed to be connected to an electricity supply to ensure that the 

equipment was permanently charged.  The 55 Plus group had suggested the library or the 

Parish Centre as suitable locations but the Clerk cautioned against the use of the latter in 

view of the fact that this was not in public view and the equipment was likely to be 

vandalised by youngsters who tended to gather around the building. 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to information available from the Community Heartbeat 

Trust on the acquisition, siting and maintenance of defibrillators and under the 

circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting and the 

information from the Community Heartbeat Trust circulated to assist in the 

discussion.   

 

 

168/15 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

 

The Clerk circulated a schedule of suggested dates for meetings of the Council and its 

committees in the municipal year 2016/17, pointing out that the monthly meeting in May 

would have to be held one week later than normal because of the timing of the election in 

the first week of the month.   

 

Members also were invited to determine a date for a meeting of the Allotments 

Committee before the end of the current municipal year following the decision to re-

arrange the date in accordance with a request by the Allotments Association. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the calendar of meetings for the municipal year 2016./17 be approved; 

and 

 

(b) that a meeting of the Allotments Committee be held on 15th March 2016. 

 

 

169/15 CPRE WORKSHOP 

 

Following the receipt of an invitation from Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CPRE for 

representatives to attend a workshop on planning at St Ives Town Hall on Tuesday, 19th 

January, it was 
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RESOLVED 

 

that Councillors Mrs Tavener and Dr Withams be authorised to attend on the 

Council’s behalf. 

 

 

170/15 USE OF THE PARISH CENTRE 

 

The Clerk reported that Mr V Steward, a long-time resident of the village, had been 

appointed to the rank of Knight of the Legion of Honour by the French government in 

recognition of his service in World War II.  As Mr Steward was unable to travel for an 

official award to be made by one of the French consuls in the United Kingdom, the Clerk 

reported that either the Lord Lieutenant or High Sheriff were prepared to make a local 

presentation of the award to Mr Steward if the Parish Centre could be made available. 

 

Under the circumstances, Members had no objection to the Parish Centre being made 

available free of charge and the Clerk was requested to make the appropriate 

arrangements for Mr Steward to be honoured in this way. 

 

    

171/15 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the 

Council, questions had been raised about the naming of the new estate on the site of the 

former Cliffords Garage, the recent accident at the Reclaimed Appliances site at the 

Airfield Industrial Estate and the complaint regarding trees overhanging The Paddock. 

 

 

172/15 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Huggins, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – December 2015            1,014.62  

                                                

   

W E Batterbee  Salary – December 2015    895.16          

 

R Edwards  Salary – December 2015    215.00 

           

 

R Reeves  Salary – December 2015    878.99 

                              

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – December 2015            1,135.39      

              

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 
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    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Huntingdonshire DBS check for Cllr L Gifford                   44.00 

District Council 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection - February          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - February       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  February      30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      30.00 

 

Connections Bus  6 x attendances at Warboys            1,590.00 

Project 

 

A Notman  Website maintenance and domain name - 2015 145.00 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – printer cartridges     37.78 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre                277.28 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

 ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies      20.40 

 

 ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies      63.60 

 

 C J Ingle Ltd.  Roofing felt        35.40 

 

 C J Ingle Ltd.  Roofing felt        38.03 

 

 Robex Industrial Floor sealant for shelter               361.80 

 Products Ltd. 

 

 

173/15 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for December 2015, the list of 

Parish Centre bookings for that month and the budgetary control statement for the third 

quarter of the year. 

 

 

174/15 AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS 

 

(The Chairman agreed to the following item of business as a matter of urgency as a 

decision was required before the end of the month.) 
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The Clerk reported that following the abolition of the Audit Commission, there was a 

legislative requirement for all councils with a budget of over £25,000 to appoint their 

own external auditors for 2017/18 onwards.     

 

Members were informed that NALC, SLCC and the Association of Drainage Authorities 

had now established a new company (the Sector Led Body) to appoint auditors for parish 

councils and drainage authorities.  An explanatory letter and factsheet were supposed to 

have been distributed through County associations but as the Council was not a member 

of CPALC, no communication had been received.   

 

The Clerk reported that he had become aware of the situation as a result of a recent article 

in The Clerk publication and information had been obtained from the NALC website.  

Members were advised that parish councils would have to use the auditors appointed by 

the SLB unless they opted out by 31st January 2016.  If an authority decided to opt out, 

they would have to set up an Auditor Panel and follow the statutory procedure to appoint 

their own external auditors for the next 5 years which was likely to be more time 

consuming and expensive than accepting the auditors appointed corporately by the SLB. 

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Council does not opt out of the arrangements to be made by the SLB and 

accepts the external auditors to be appointed by that body for the ensuing five 

years. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


